CHAPTER XXV

WHICH   GIVES   SOME   ACCOUNT   OF   THE   HAPPINESS   AND
EXCITEMENT  OF  THE   MISSION   AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF

1877-1878

To the Conference of the Christian Mission in 1877
William Booth not only announced his dictatorship, but em-
ployed in his Opening Address phrases and metaphors which

reveal a sutoonscious movement on his part towards a mili-
tary discipline,

It must be Imrne In mind that the Christian Mission had
now extended its influence beyond London. Mrs. Booth,
addressing large audiences all over the country, set up
wherever it was feasible a 4I station** of the Christian Mis-
sion, Evangelists were sent to these places, an organiza-
tion under the jurisdiction of London Headquarters was
set in motion, and the followers of Mr. and Mrs. Booth
all over the country were kept in touch with the general
movement by means of a periodical known as The Christian
Mission Magazine.

Later in the present chapter we shall refer to the opposi-
tion of the Churches to this energetic attempt of the Booths
to break through formalism and apathy; but it must be
told here that one of the taunts constantly levelled at
William Booth during these years was the unpleasant charge
that he " lived upon his wife's petticoats/" I cannot find
in his papers any reference to this gibe, but Bramwell Booth
remembers how sharply his father suffered from this par-
ticular accusation* It was not true; it was venomously
conceived, and it had for its evil object the destruction of
the Christian Mission; but there was just so much truth in
the calumny as to wound the heart of the man at whom it
was aimed. Mrs, Booth at this time was ** missioning " in
various parts of London; William Booth was mainly in the
shadows of East London working like a Trojan. Invita-
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